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and new developments. Research is an intellectually fulfilling career,
offering the satisfaction of finding answers and solving complex problems.
There are ample funding opportunities like grants and scholarships to
support students pursuing research careers. Research teaches resilience,
as it often involves setbacks, learning from failure, and refining
approaches.

(3) What are the most important skills students should focus on
developing during their college years to excel in this industry?

-Students should focus on developing strong communication skills, both
verbal and written, to effectively collaborate and present ideas. Critical
thinking and problem-solving abilities are essential for navigating complex
challenges. Technical proficiency in tools and technologies relevant to their
field is crucial. Time management, organization, and adaptability are key to
handling multiple tasks and staying competitive. Lastly, networking,
emotional intelligence, and teamwork will help students build valuable
professional relationships and excel in diverse work environments.

(4) What resources would you recommend for students to keep learning
beyond the classroom?

-Students can continue learning beyond the classroom by exploring
platforms like Coursera, edX etc. which offer free online courses across
various subjects. For interactive learning, Duolingo (language learning) and
Code academy (coding) are excellent options. Goodreads provides book
recommendations, while TED Talks and YouTube's Crash Course offer
insightful videos on diverse topics. Additionally, using tools like Evernote
for note-taking and Google Scholar for research can help students stay
organized and informed.

(5) What emerging trends do you foresee that will impact students'
careers in the next five to ten years?

-In the next 5-10 years, *Al and automation* will reshape many industries,
requiring students to focus on skills that complement machines, such as
creativity and emotional intelligence. The rise of *remote work* will
necessitate strong communication and self-discipline. *Data science and
analytics* will be in high demand as organizations rely more on data-
driven decisions. *Sustainability and green jobs* will grow as the world




technological advancements and global health challenges.

(6) What factors should students consider when choosing a research topic
that aligns with their career goals?

-When selecting a research project, students should consider several key
factors to ensure alignment with their career paths. First, the project
should match their academic interests and expertise, fostering personal
growth and skill development. They should assess the relevance of the
topic to their future industry or field, ensuring it enhances their
employability. The potential for networking and collaboration with
professionals in the field is also vital. Furthermore, choosing a project with
clear, achievable outcomes that can be showcased in their portfolio is
important for future career prospects. Lastly, it is crucial to evaluate the
availability of resources and mentorship to successfully complete the
project.

(7) How can students improve their critical thinking and analytical skKills,
which are vital for research?

-Students can improve their critical and analytical skills by actively
engaging with diverse sources, questioning assumptions, and evaluating
evidence. Practicing systematic problem-solving, such as breaking complex
problems into smaller parts, enhances clarity and depth. Participating in
discussions and debates fosters the ability to view issues from multiple
perspectives. Regularly writing essays or research papers strengthens the
synthesis of ideas and arguments. Finally, seeking feedback from peers or
mentors helps refine reasoning and thought processes.

(8) How can students bridge the gap between theoretical research and its
practical application in the real world?

-Students can bridge the gap between theoretical research and practical
application by actively seeking internships or projects that allow them to
apply concepts in real-world settings. Collaborating with industry
professionals or researchers can provide insight into how theory is
implemented in practice. Participating in case studies or problem-solving
challenges helps students understand the practical implications of
theoretical ideas. Additionally, conducting experiments or pilot projects can
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(9) Do you believe there is a particular mindset required to clear
competitive exams?

-To clear competitive exams, students need a growth mindset,
characterized by persistence, resilience, and a focus on improvement. A
strong sense of discipline and time management is crucial for effective
study and revision. Students should stay motivated, maintain self-
confidence, and believe in their ability to succeed despite challenges.
Embracing a problem-solving attitude, staying adaptable to new
information, and managing stress efficiently are also key components.
Consistency, dedication, and a positive approach to setbacks contribute to
long-term success in competitive exams.

(10) What's the one piece of advice you wish you had received as a
student that you would like to share now?

-One valuable piece of advice | received as a student is: "Focus on
understanding the concepts, not just memorizing them." This approach
encourages deeper learning, making it easier to apply knowledge in
different contexts and retain it in the long term. There is no shortcut to
success. It is only your hard work and commitment which will help you
achieve your goal in life.




ALUMNI STORY : C.S. SHRUHITA RANE

Ever since | can remember, | had been fascinated with the
world of business. | had always been drawn to the intricacies
of compliances and regulations that govern the corporate
world. | knew that becoming a Company Secretary was a
great way to not only be a key management person within a
company but also to stay closely connected with the business
operations. However, being an average student in school, |
was initially skeptical about choosing a course that would
challenge me academically. After much consideration and
research, | realized that the Company Secretary course not
only aligned with my interests but also offered a unique
opportunity to further develop my skills and knowledge in the
field of business. Thus, being excited | embarked on this
journey which made me a Company Secretary. I had an
amazing college experience at M. L. Dahanukar College. |
enrolled in the Bachelor of Accounting & Finance (BAF)
program and it was truly a memorable time for me. In my first
year, | had the opportunity to be a part of NSS and volunteer
for the 'Kurukshetra' event, which was a great learning
experience. However, the highlight of my college days was in
my second year when | met my Guru, CS Swapnil Shenvi. He
was my Business Law professor and provided me with
guidance to start the Company Secretary Course. It was a




then immediately traveling to Church gate for CS classes in
my second and third year, it was a tiring but fun experience.
The memories and friendships | made during those years will
always hold a special place in my heart. Overall, my college
experience at M. L. Dahanukar College was truly enriching and
| am grateful for the opportunities and support | received
during my time there. During my college years, | performed
well academically and also participated in various workshops
on Legal Drafting, Entrepreneurship, and Innovation. In terms
of professional accomplishments, | received the "Employee of
the Month"” award for my contribution to the collation of data
for the Business Responsibility and Sustainability Report.l
currently work in the Compliance Department of the Ashapura
Group where we handle compliances for various listed and
unlisted companies, as well as other entities. In my role, | am
responsible for ensuring compliance with various laws,
regulations, and corporate governance standards. | also
coordinate with Directors, Company Secretaries, Auditors,
Stock Exchanges and Registrar and Share Transfer Agents to
ensure smooth operations. My objective is to provide guidance
and direction for achieving the dual goal of good corporate
governance and ease of doing business. | truly believe that
the key to achievement of my goal is having a "Never give
up” attitude. There's these lines from a poem that | have
kept close to my heart during tough times,

which translates to "Those who fear the
waves never cross the river! Those who try never lose.” | also
am thankful to my parents, professors, and my boss and
colleagues for their unwavering support and motivation
throughout this journey. One of my main goals is to become a
Compliance Officer of a company and be on the dais with the
Board of Directors. | also aspire to participate as a Key
Managerial Person. | believe that with dedication and hard

work, I can achieve these goals and make a positive impact in
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BOOK REVIEW : FINANCE MADE EASY SERIES

Finance made easy is a book set written by Kakani Ramchandran who is
currently a professor atlatl Bahadur Shastri national Academy of
Administration and has rich experience in corporate sector. It is a book
designed to impart management executives with adequate knowledge to
understand and appreciate financial statements and their implications for
the fiscal solvency of their firms.

The set consist Four titles:

* How to read a Balance Sheet.

« How to read a Profit and loss Account.
* How to read a Cash Flow Statement.

* How to analyze a Financial Statement.

These books are very helpful in a way for person who is at initial stage in
the corporate sector or for students who have interest to understand the
impact of the above statements in the working of any business. The thing
| like most of these series is that each financial statement has its own
book to understand it in depth. The book is very straightforward and
simple to understand for even a commerce rookie. Ramchandran sir has a
very creative way of explaining financial statements- the components etc.
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INNOVATING FOR TOMORROW: INDIA’S IP REVOLUTION

INTRODUCTION:-

India saw a remarkable 15.7% growth in patent applications in

2023, the highest among the top 20 origins. India now ranks 6th

globally with 64,480 patent applications. Trademarks: India ranked

4th globally in trademark of filings, with a 6.1% increase in 2023.
Nearly 90% of these filings were by

v N residents The WIPO 2024 World

» Intellectual Property Indicators (WIPI)

INTELLECTUAL I8 report highlights India’s significant
- strides in global intellectual property

COPYRIGHT (IP) activity, placing the country among
PATENTS the top 10 for patents, trademarks, and
INVENTION industrial designs. India recorded the
TRADEMARK

the fastest growth in patent applicate
among the top 20 countries, with a 15.7% increase in 2023,
reaching 64,480 filings. Notably, resident applications accounted
for over 55% of these submissions—a first for India. This growth
was further supported by a 149.4% rise in patents granted,
demonstrating a rapidly evolving IP ecosystem. India also showed
impressive progress in industrial design filings, which increased by
36.4%, aligning with its growing focus on product design and
creative industries. Textiles, tools, and health products dominated
design filings, reflecting the country’s diverse innovation potential.
Trademark filings grew by 6.1%, earning India the 4th global spot

with over 3.2 million trademarks Id @
now in force, showcasing strong m)erllectual

efforts in brand protection and Property

economic resilience. The report Indicators

underscores how government Idl|a cacuras
initiatives, such as "Make in position in top 10
India" and "Startup India," have , countries in Patents,

Trademarks, and
Industrial Designs

bolstered (provided support)
innovation, with IP filings
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WHAT DOES BJP-LED NDA VICTORY MEAN FOR THE
INDIAN STOCK MARKET ?

STOCK MARKET OUTLOOK : According to experts, after the
Maharashtra assembly election results, investors may start looking
at railway, infra and banking stocks, changing their investment
strategy from defensive to aggressive. After the BJP-led NDA's
one-sided victory in the Maharashtra assembly elections 2024,
experts have started mulling its impact on the Indian stock market
when it resumes trade activity. According to experts, NDA’s victory
in the Maharashtra assembly election would positively impact
investors sentiment. They expect investors to switch their strategy

from defensive J Indian Stock Markets result is expected

to aggressive. 4 = : L
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BJP policies.” “The stablllty in Maharashtra could trigger a rally in
the stock market, boosting investor confidence due to the
continuity of pro-business policies, especially after uncertainty
following previous coalition shifts, furthermore, with a clear
mandate, the government will likely push forward with
infrastructure projects, a key focus of the BJP, which would benefit
the construction, real estate, and related sectors,” said Palka
Arora. Expecting a boost for the Indian stock market sentiments
post Maharashtra election result, Santosh Meena, Head of
Research, Swastika Investment, said, “On Friday, the Indian stock
market witnessed a strong rally after the prediction of NDA’s
V|ctory in Maharashtra assembly electlon 2024 It |s I|kely to boost
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ACross :

2. A document issued by a business to a customer,

detailing products or services provided, their prices,
and the total amount due for payment.

3. The process of determining the current worth of a
business or an asset

6. A means of protection from financial loss in
which, in exchange for a fee, a party agrees to

compensate another party in the event of a certain
loss, damage, or injury.

8. A document that requests payment for a good or
service from a customer

9. To give something (like money, food, or clothes) to
help a person or organization

11. the ability of a company to meet its long-term
debts and other financial obligations

14. The amount of money being borrowed,
excluding interest payments and fees

15. A security where the holder lends money to the

Issuing company, instead of owning stock in the
company



Down :

1. Decrease in an asset's value, may be caused by
a number of other factors as well such as
unfavorable market conditions,

4. How quickly assets can be converted into cash

9. a concept that determines whether the
omission or misstatement of information Iin a
financial report would impact a reasonable user's
decision-making

7. An asset, or assets, a borrower offers to a
lender to secure a loan.

10. the process of finding an approximation, which
IS a value that is usable for some purpose even if
iInput data may be incomplete, uncertain, or
unstable

12. A portion of a company's earnings distributed
to its share- holders, typically in cash or
additional shares

13. a person who vouches or is responsible for a
person or thing
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